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Abstract:
Epicurean ethics, although it began with a principle that

one imagines to be sensual, utilitarian, materialistic and base, on
the contrary, it ended with sublime morals of all sublimity that
are no less pure and superior to ideal morals. It contains the late
philosophical schools, such as Epicureanism, Stoicism, and
Neoplatonism

Although Epicurus was called pleasure, as we have said,
and presented some ethical views that enjoy appreciation and
acceptance, his doctrine is not devoid of points and observations,
the most important of which we refer to are as follows:

1-  We note that Epicurus’ consideration of pleasure as the
goal of life and the criterion of values made him rob
virtues of their intrinsic value, making the value of virtue
dependent on the pleasure it achieves. And inflicting
injustice on people when it results in pleasure or benefit,
and its owner is safe from people’s vengeance, so peace of
mind is, in his view, the highest aspiration of man.

2- This doctrine is based on a metaphysical and
psychological basis that is full of errors. Its interpretation
of the world is a purely materialistic interpretation, its
claim that the divine will does not interfere in the events of
the universe, and that the gods leave their affairs, and its
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interpretation of the soul in a materialistic interpretation
that entails its immortality. All these ideas are
misconceptions in the eyes of reason and religion.

The philosophy of Epicurus is characterized by a
tendency to withdraw, and the reason for this is that life is
a constant movement and a continuous struggle, and this
tendency leads to despair and underestimation of ambition,
especially in a world full of vitality and activity. There is
no doubt that withdrawal from life is a tendency to
disregard the requirements of social life in contemporary
society.
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