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Abstract

The introductory discourse — regarded as a form of paratext —
stands as a fundamental pillar in the architecture of discourse
production within classical Arabic rhetoric and critical traditions.
A discourse could scarcely be conceived without being ushered
in by a prologue, an opening statement, or a formal introduction.
It is through this preliminary text that the essential components
of composition, the author’s method and approach, the internal
organization of the text, the purpose behind its creation, its
significance, and other intimately connected elements are
conveyed — elements so vital that their omission would
compromise the coherence of the text itself. The researcher has
closely examined these features and explored them through the
sources selected for this study, The researcher sought to identify
the most important elements upon which the introductory
discourse is based, elements that help it achieve its objectives,
strengthen its connection to the main text, assist the reader in
understanding the text, guide them toward the correct approach,
and prepare them psychologically for the long journey through
the text. The researcher examined the key formal and implicit
elements that Arab scholar relied upon in their critical, rhetorical,
and literary writings. Through this investigation, the researcher
concluded that scholars placed great importance on the role of
introductory discourse elements, applied this role in practice, and
consistently presented these elements before beginning the main
body of their texts, regarding the introduction as an inseparable
part of the work. Thus, the relationship between the book’s
introduction and its main body is a strong and intrinsic one. This
became evident in the reliance of critics, rhetoricians in
particular, and Arab scholars more generally, on gathering the
most significant elements related to the subject of the text within
the introductory discourse. Consequently, these introductions
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often contained most of the implicit components of the main text
— a conclusion drawn from the study’s analysis of the elements
of introductory discourse in their writings.
o Keywords: Introductory Discourse — Paratext — Elements
of Introductory Discourse — Formal Elements — Implicit

Elements.
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